
Wednesday, February 17, 2016 $1.00 DAILY/$2.00 SUNDAY

www.record-eagle.com

High: 22 Low: 9
Page 6D

the BIZ, 1B

Sports, 1C

Call 231-946-2187
to subscribe

Follow us on 
Twitter and Facebook

® ®

Traverse City, Mich.
Copyright 2016

www.record-eagle.com

L O T T E R Y

Midday Dailies: 9-9-8, 1-0-3-4
Dailies: 3-3-6, 1-4-3-5
Fantasy 5: 12-15-16-33-38
Classic 47 jackpot: $1 million
Keno: 01-02-03-07-12-15-23-
27-28-31-49-50-53-57-61-63-
64-65-69-76-77-79
Mega Millions jackpot:  
$94 million
Powerball jackpot:  
$189 million

I N D E X

Advice ..................................7C

BIZ .......................................1B

Classifieds ............................1D

Comics .................................4D

Nation ...................................6A

Obituaries .............................6C

Opinion ............................ 4-5A

Region/State .........................3A

Sports ...................................1C

World ...................................7A

World: Summit faces two of its 
biggest crises.

Page 7A

Nation: Before Supreme Court nod, 
an intrusive interrogation.

Page 6A
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Weekend 
could 
impact 
fruit crop

Record-Eagle/Jan-Michael Stump

Birds fly over the Frankfort Lighthouse as snow falls on Lake Michigan.

W E A T H E R Watchful eyes

BY CAROL THOMPSON
cthompson@record-eagle.com

TRAVERSE CITY — Pete Laman maintains a cau-
tious optimism when he considers the winter weath-
er’s impact on his five acres of apple and peach trees.

“The trees look healthy,” said Laman, owner of La-
man Farm in Honor. “I’ve been out pruning. Every-
body seems to be doing very well.”

The coldest temperatures of the winter hit north-
west Michigan on Feb. 13, when most communities 
saw temperatures dip to 15 or 20 degrees below zero, 
said Scott Rozanski, a meteorologist with the Nation-
al Weather Service in Gaylord.

Bitter cold is normal for February, though this 
winter has been milder than the last two winters, 
Rozanski said. Forecasts show temperatures topping 
40 degrees on Friday and staying above freezing for 
Saturday and Sunday.

A February warm spell can spell trouble for tree 
fruit crops, said Nikki Rothwell, coordinator of the 
Northwest Michigan Horticulture Research Center 
in Leelanau County. Three days above freezing tem-
peratures could make trees more vulnerable to the 
cold that is expected to follow.

“Those trees start to wake up,” she said. “They 
think it’s spring. Then if it slams down to be really 
cold again that’s where we’re going to see our is-
sues.”

Researchers studying 
cold tolerance in plants

O B I T U A R Y

TRAVERSE CITY — Jas-
per Weese was Jasper 
Weese.

Current and former city 
officials echoed that phrase 
almost verbatim when 
remembering the longtime 
city commissioner who 
died Saturday following a 
lifetime devoted to Traverse 
City. Weese spent 24 years 
as a city commissioner who 
championed conservatism 
and never shied away from 

letting people know how he 
felt.

This week, more than 15 
years after Weese, 87, left 
city government, he was 
remembered as a faithful 
Christian who harbored 
deeply held convictions, 
a man who represented 
Traverse City’s longtime 
farmers and workers when 
the small northern Michi-
gan town was undergoing 
big changes. 

“Jasper was Jasper,” said 
former city Commissioner 
Scott Hardy. “He represent-
ed an old-time audience in 
Traverse City that was very 
conservative, horribly skep-
tical of local government, 
and not afraid to be a thorn 
in the side of most of the 
people on the commission.”

Current and former city 
leaders also remembered 
Weese as a man who har-
bored some prejudices and 

collected his fair share of 
opponents, but who still 
managed to get along with 
those with whom he dis-
agreed.

“I’ll be very frank,” said 
former city Commissioner 
Fred Nelson, who served 
with Weese for two-plus 
terms. “We agreed on 
almost nothing during the 
time that we served, but we 
were not enemies. Jasper 
was a real Christian gentle-
man.”

Former City Commis-
sioner Ann Rogers, who ran 
against and unseated Weese 
in 1999, ending his 24-year 
stay on the commission, said 
they had their differences, 
but Weese had a real love 
for the city.

A ConservAtive ContrAriAn
Longtime city 
Commissioner 
Jasper Weese  
dies at 87
BY MICHAEL WALTON
mwalton@record-eagle.com

TRAVERSE CITY — A 
probe into a Buckley 
teen’s apparently acci-
dental death at a hog farm 

is nearly 
complete, 
but a local 
detective 
still awaits 
a report 
from a 
parallel in-
vestigation 
by Michi-
gan Occu-
pational Safety and Health 
Administration officials.

Exhaust fumes from 
a running engine likely 
caused the Dec. 18 death 
of Heather Marie Barley, 
17, said Grand Traverse 
County sheriff’s Lt. Brian 
Giddis. He said a medical 
examiner found Barley 
died of asphyxiation from 
inhaling “the products of 
an internal combustion 
engine, including carbon 
monoxide.”

That engine powered 
a pressure washer near 
where Barley was found 
unresponsive at Long 
Acre Farms on Karlin 
Road, where she worked. 
Her initially-mysterious 
death prompted inves-
tigations by a sheriff’s 
detective and MIOSHA 
officials.

Medical examiner: Teen died of asphyxiation
I N V E S T I G A T I O N

MIOSHA 
investigating 
death
BY MATT TROUTMAN
mtroutman@record-eagle.com

“I’ll be very frank.  
We agreed on almost nothing during  

the time that we served, but  
we were not enemies. Jasper was  

a real Christian gentleman.”

Fred Nelson, former city commissioner

SEE DEATH PAGE 2A

SEE WEESE PAGE 2A

SEE CROP PAGE 2A

BY BRIAN McGILLIVARY
bmcgillivary@record-eagle.com

TRAVERSE CITY — A city commissioner tried to 
leverage a street vacation request to gain a pub-
lic sidewalk that would run between a Catholic 
elementary school and its playground and provide 
an opening onto a busy state highway. 

Grand Traverse Area Catholic Schools officials 
want the city to abandon parts of Vine and Second 
streets, which divide up the Immaculate Concep-
tion campus that sits on Division Street. The new 
school will combine all of their preschool and 
elementary school children who are currently 
housed in two separate schools.

City picks safety  
over sidewalk

C I T Y  C O M M I S S I O N

W H A T ’ S  I N S I D E

Barley

Cider house  
opens 

downtown

SEE STREET PAGE 2A

Superintendent hopes to work 
with city on sidewalk request

Elks’ Somers goes over 
1,000 points in win
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But Commissioner Tim 
Werner said commis-
sioners should use the 
needed street vacation 
as “leverage” to obtain a 
public sidewalk through 
the private school property. 
Werner said the sidewalk 
was needed to improve 
walkability in the neighbor-
hood. But Werner failed 
to convince the one other 
commissioner he needed to 
block to the street vaca-
tion and it passed with the 
needed five votes. 

“If you put a pedestrian 

easement in there you are 
tying their hands,” said 
Commissioner Richard 
Lewis. “They have to deal 
with the safety of the chil-
dren.” 

Mike Buell, superinten-
dent of Grand Traverse 
Area Catholic Schools, 
said they would work with 
the city to see if they could 
accommodate Werner’s 
request. But the new school 
will now house younger 
children from preschool 
and early elementary 
grades. They currently keep 
the playground for those 
children closed during 
school hours but open it up 
for neighborhood use dur-
ing non-school hours. He 
said they could do some-
thing similar at Immaculate 
Conception.

Schools officials want 

to demolish the existing 
school, constructed in 1906, 
and replace it with a new, 
larger two-story facility. 
School officials asked the 
city to abandon sections of 
Vine and Second streets 
where they end inside the 
parish property at an “L” 
intersection. The proposal 
would shorten Vine Street 
and move Second Street 
north, clearing space for 
the new school north of the 
church on property now 
used for parking, a play-
ground and the two streets.

Project consultant Scott 
Jozwiak said the street 
vacation was needed 
because a major sanitary 
sewer main that runs under 
Second Street continues 
east and bisects the parish 
property. State law requires 
first- and second-graders 

to have all facilities on the 
ground floor so the new 
building will have twice 
the footprint of the existing 
building. Jozwiak said there 
was no way to make a new 
building work without  ei-
ther building it over the 
sewer main or moving it.

City officials objected to 
relocating the sewer and 
Jozwiak said when he tried 
to make a relocation work 
it became “mathematically 
difficult.”

School officials will pay 
to create a new road con-
nection between Vine and 
Cedar streets and will in-
stall sidewalks along Cedar 
Street.

Several neighborhood 
residents said the school 
has been a good neighbor 
and spoke in favor of the 
street vacation.

Sheriff’s Capt. Randy 
Fewless said the de-
tective will send both 
reports to prosecutors 
for review.

“We’re not going to be 
requesting any charg-
es,” he said.

MIOSHA officials 
declined to comment, 
citing an open investi-
gation, but some details 
about the case can be 
gleaned from a 2015 list 
of workplace fatalities 
released by the agency. 
It states atmospheric 
testing conducted the 
day Barley died de-
tected elevated levels 
of carbon monoxide and 
hydrogen cyanide.

The list identifies a 
steam generator used 
for high-pressure power 
washing as the fumes’ 
possible source and 
notes the machine was 
in use at the time. “In-

halation” is listed as 
the preliminary cause 
of death.

The owner of Long 
Acre Farm declined to 
comment Tuesday.

Barley was found 
unresponsive about an 
hour after she showed 
up to work at the Grant 
Township facility. Few-
less said Barley died 
in a “multi-purpose 
room” that, among other 
things, housed the pres-
sure washer. 

Barley’s death took the 
community by surprise 
and prompted Buckley 
Community Schools of-
ficials to cancel basket-
ball events and open 
the school buildings 
during a weekend. Her 
family couldn’t be 
reached for comment.

Giddis said the medi-
cal examiner declared 
Barley’s manner of 
death an accident.

A2

“He was one of the old 
timers and made a lot of his 
decisions based on being 
born in Traverse City and 
having lived here all of his 
life,” Rogers said. “Jasper 
had a love for the city and 
whatever he did it was to 
try and make it better for 
the city.”

Weese was born in 1929 

and grew up in Depression-
era Traverse City before he 
joined the Army in 1951. He 
married his wife Jeannette 
while still in the service 
and returned to Traverse 
City to start a family after 
he left the Army.

Weese was first elected to 
the city commission in 1972. 
That stint as commissioner 
lasted until 1989 when he 
lost a re-election bid. Voters 
then elected Weese back to 
office two years later.

Commissioner Richard 
Lewis had recently arrived 
in town to take the Traverse 
City manager job in 1991 
when he first read about 
Weese in the newspaper. 
The article referenced 

Weese’s fight-city-hall repu-
tation and how much he 
disliked city managers.

Lewis said that news wor-
ried him, but he and Weese 
eventually became good 
friends. 

“He was one of those 
people that you come across 
in your life and you go back 
and say, ‘He helped me to 
be a better person, and pro-
fessionally he helped me to 
be a better city manager,’” 
Lewis said.

Many said Weese lived up 
to his reputation as a true 
conservative who made 
sure local government 
didn’t overstep its bound-
aries. Nelson recalled 
some commissioners even 
joking that a 6-1 vote during 
Weese’s time on the board 
counted as a unanimous 
decision.

“There aren’t a whole lot 
of Jaspers left on political 
boards and government 
boards around the area,” 
Hardy said. “In the best way 
possible you can call him a 
contrarian.”

Traverse City’s Brown 
Bridge Trust Fund serves as 
one of Weese’s most endur-
ing city government lega-
cies. Weese and other com-
munity leaders fought to 
create the fund by charter 
in 1978, and to ensure city 
leaders could only spend 
interest from the fund.

A memorial service will 
take place on Feb. 27 at 11 
a.m. at the Peninsula Bible 
Church with visitation start-
ing at 10 a.m.

Record-Eagle staff writer 
BRIAN McGILLIVARY con-
tributed to this report.
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Consistency is key for a 
good fruit crop, Rothwell 
said.

But it’s difficult to attain 
when weather can change 
so fast, said William Casier, 
owner of Sleeping Bear 
Orchards in Empire. Late 
spring frosts, summer hail 
storms and other weather 
events can hit any time.

“We might get all the way 
through winter in beautiful 
fashion and then one day 
in May hits and it doesn’t 
matter,” he said. “I can’t 
control the weather so I re-
ally don’t dwell on it.”

Warmer weather and less 
snow means Casier spends 
less time snowblowing the 
driveway. That leaves more 
time for chores, such as 

pruning and fixing equip-
ment, and saves money on 
fuel, he said. 

“The weather’s allowed 
me to get a lot of things 
done that wouldn’t nor-
mally happen this time of 
year,” Casier said.

Rothwell hopes a study 
she’s conducting at the 
research station could 
provide another way for 
farmers to prepare trees 
for cold. She is collect-
ing branches from sweet 
cherry trees sprayed with 
a chemical that regulates 
plant growth, called Apo-
gee, and sending them to 
Michigan State University 
where researchers will 
study how they handle 
various temperatures.

“There’s been some sug-
gestion that that product 
will help a tree become 
more cold tolerant, or cold 
hardy,” Rothwell said. 
“We’ve tested it in a couple 
varieties of sweet cherries 
at the station.”

Keeping trees healthy 
is the best way to protect 
them with the cold now, 

Rothwell said.
Consumers should re-

member that when shop-
ping for fruit in the warm-
er months; winter weather 
affects the availability and 
price of produce in sum-
mer and fall.

“Sometimes it’s like out 
of the control of a grower 
when it’s a freeze event or 
you have all these weird 
temperature things that 
happen,” she said. “Some-
times you might have to 
pay more for apples or 
cherries because of weath-
er-related events.”

Casier credited the cus-
tomers who visit his fruit 
stand on M-22 as farm-
savvy shoppers. They know 
about crop conditions and 
ask good questions, but 
aren’t put off by fluctuat-
ing inventory or price.

“Their response more 
often might be ‘Wow, I 
heard you had a huge frost 
and you still got cherries. 
That’s great,’” Casier said. 
“Today’s customers, they’re 
pretty sharp.”
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CROP
Researchers 
studying cold 
tolerance in plants

“We’re not going 
to be requesting 

any charges.”

Randy Fewless,  
Sheriff ’s captain

Box top collection
TRAVERSE CITY — TBA 

Credit Union is launching a 
program to raise awareness 
and funding for local area 
schools. Box tops will be 
collected within its branch-
es to be donated to a local 
school at the end of Septem-
ber. More than 500 box tops 
were donated to Fife Lake 
Elementary last year. Visit 
tbacu.com for call 231-946-
7090 for more information. 

Brilliant Books 
pledges donations

TRAVERSE CITY — Bril-
liant Books is in the 
running to win a national 
$3,000 favorite bookstore 
contest and will match 
the funds to donate to 12 
Michigan school libraries 
if it wins. Visit brilliant-
books.net for more infor-
mation and to cast a vote 
by Feb. 19. 

Class of ’66 reunion
TRAVERSE CITY — The 

Northwest Michigan Col-
lege Associate Degree Nurs-
ing Class of 1966 is planning 
a 50-year class reunion for 
May 5 at First Congregation-
al Church. Former nursing 
students who are interested 
in helping organize the 
event can attend a plan-
ning meeting Feb. 18 at the 
Grand Traverse Pavillions. 
Call 231-943-2601 for more 

information or to register. 

Starcut Ciders 
Celebration

BELLAIRE — Starcut Ci-
ders will hosts its first Star-
cut Ciders Celebration on 
Feb. 20 at Short’s Brewing 
Company. The event kicks 
off at 11 a.m. and includes a 
menu of 10 ciders and pub 
fare along with live music. 
Visit starcutciders.com for 
more information. 

I N  B R I E F
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